
Niri chapters in 'lesser' cities help

bring companies together with

conference, and interest continues to be strong in Raleigh and

Louisville for subsequent events, organizers say.

Raleigh's 2006 equity conference, called Southeast Invest,

attracted its largest attendance and highest number of presenting

companies since the conference began in 2003 as NCInvest.

Louisville's InvestKentucky, organized by your correspondent
(who heads Mozaic Investor Relations) and a steering committee

of IR officers and CFOs, attracted a dozen companies and more

than 200 participants in its inaugural year, and planning has

begun for its June 2007 event.

money managers and analysts,

writes Terry McWilliams

ouisville is not New York. Neither

is Raleigh. They're second and

third-tier cities, far removed from

the well-oiled investment circuit

and rarely mentioned in the same

breath as Boston or San Francisco.

Yet they're models for successful

equity conferences that have attracted

hundreds of securities analysts and insti-

tutional investors to hear executive pre-

sentations from name companies like

Yum! Brands and Duke Energy, as well as

from a plethora of small-cap companies.

Word of the multi-industry conferences

has spread through National Investor

Relations Institute (Niri) chapters and

local analyst societies, and the concept

is taking root elsewhere.

'We observed the successes in

Louisville and the Research Triangle [in

Raleigh, North Carolina] and we became

quite intrigued with the idea,' says Susan

Robinson, president of Niri's Cincinnati

tri-state chapter and vice president of

IR for Federated Department Stores.

As a result, June 2006's InvesTristate

was born -and others are moving ahead

with the idea. Niri's virtual chapter is

also planning to stage an online equity

Close to home
The overriding mission of this kind of equity conference is

simple: to bring Wall Street to Main Street. Organizers want to

increase institutional investor awareness of companies within

their region and reach out to new investors, says Jenny Kobin,

SVP of investor relations for Inspire Pharmaceuticals, who

helped launch Raleigh's equity conference.

For Brown-Forman Corp, which makes Jack Daniel's whisky,

the InvestKentucky conference provided the opportunity to

meet regional investors in a familiar setting. 'It was a particularly

good fit for Brown-Forman because we have the bulk of our

investor base in the area: IR director TJ Graven says.

SY Bancorp's management was curious about the quality

of the audience attending a first-time, multi-industry event.

Nancy Davis, CFO of the Louisville-based banking chain, says
the conference -with 'top-flight' investors of various interests

and investment orientations -'exceeded our expectations.'

Greg Schreacke, CFO of the Kentucky banking chain First

Financial Service Corp, says the conference had a 'vibrant effect'

on New York analysts' understanding of Kentucky's economic

growth prospects and the effect of these on his company.

'We got a lot of positive feedback from analysts who cover

our company: he says.
The North Carolina, Kentucky and Ohio events limited

attendance to analysts and investment professionals. 'An

individual analyst, in the span of one work day, could see three

or four companies, be involved in Q&A, or chat off to the side

with the CEO, CFO or IR officer. It is an efficient way to spend






